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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Norway on 10/19/2004. It is noted, however, that applicant has not 
filed a certified copy of the 20044434 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 14-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Low et al (US Pat. 6,639,236, hereinafter Low) in view of Wissman et al (US Pat. 
7,425,195, hereinafter Wissman). 

Regarding claim 14, Fig. 2 of Low discloses a storage container for radioactive 
material comprising an integral inner container part (5) of a first material (high density 
polyethylene) with a bottom and upright wall (see col. 3, lines 16-22), an integral outer 
container part (9) of a second material (epoxy resin) with a bottom and upright wall (see 
col. 3, lines 53-56), and a radioactive radiation inhibiting material (lead) in an inter- 
space (7) between the walls and bottoms of the inner (5) and outer (9) storage container 
part, respectively. Low does not teach that these container parts are formed by injection 
or pressure mould. However, in the same field of endeavor, Wissman discloses that the 



Application/Control Number: 10/577,609 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2881 

parts of a shielding device can be formed by injection (see col. 5-6, lines 66-4). In view 
of such teaching, it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at the time the 
invention was made to form the container parts by injection for the purpose of 
controlling the shape of the container. 

Regarding claim 15, a difference between Low and the claimed invention is the 
outer container part has threads configured to engage threads on the lid for locking 
means for non-releasable locking engagement with the lid. However, in the same field 
of endeavor, Wissman discloses such a locking means with threads (see col. 6, lines 
1 0-20). In view of such teaching, it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at 
the time the invention was made to have threads for a non-releasable locking 
engagement with the lid for the purpose of having a more secure seal. 

Regarding claim 16, Fig. 2 of Low discloses the storage container having at least 
one recess, and a second lid member (7) in the form of a solidified radioactive radiation 
inhibiting material (lead) located in an inside region of the first lid member and at least 
one recess (6), the material retained in the at least one cress for non-releasable locking 
the second lid member (9) to the first lid member (6) (see col. 3, lines 26-36). Low does 
not disclose the lid member having threads. However, in the same field of endeavor, 
Wissman discloses such a locking means with threads (see col. 6, lines 10-20). In view 
of such teaching, it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at the time the 
invention was made to have threads for a non-releasable locking engagement with the 
lid for the purpose of having a more secure seal. 



Application/Control Number: 10/577,609 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2881 

Regarding claim 17, a difference between Low and the claimed invention is the 
lid has a portion of the skirt configured to be able to engage a container lifting device. It 
would have been obvious at the time of invention to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the lid in such a way for the purpose of allowing easier transportation of the 
storage device. 

Regarding claim 18, Fig. 2 of Low discloses that the lid member is made of a 
plastic material that is the same as that of the inner and outer container parts (see col. 
3, lines 16-36) 

Regarding claims 19 and 20, Fig. 2 of Low discloses that the radioactive radiation 
inhibiting material is made of lead (see col. 3, lines 16-22). 

Regarding claims 21 and 22, Fig. 2 of Low discloses that the first material is high 
density polyethylene (see col. 3, lines 16-22) and that the second material is of plastic 
material (epoxy resin) (see col. 3, lines 53-56). 

Double Patenting 

Claims 1-24 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type double 
patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-7 of U.S. Patent No. 7,354,544. 
Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from 
each other because in US Pat. 7,354,544 (hereinafter '544), claim 1 contains all the 
limitations of claims 1, 3, 8, 9, 14, and 23 of the instant application. 

Claim 1 of the instant application recites a method for manufacturing a storage 
container for radioactive material. Claim 1 of '544 discloses all of the limitations except 
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that the container parts (first and second) are cast by injection. However, it would have 
been obvious at the time of invention to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use a well 
known method (injection) for the purpose of having greater control over the shape of the 
part. It should be noted that claim 3 of the instant application is merely an obvious 
variant of claim 1 of the instant application which is also covered by claim 1 of '544. 

Claims 8 and 9 of the instant application recites a method for manufacturing a lid 
for the storage container. Claim 5 of '544 contains all the limitations except it does not 
explicitly claim each step in forming the lid. It would have been obvious at the time of 
invention to a person of ordinary skill in the art to form a lid for the storage container 
with the corresponding layers for the purpose of completely sealing the radiation within 
the storage container. 

Claim 14 of the instant application recites the storage container formed by the 
method above. '544 does not explicitly claim the device itself. However, it would have 
been obvious at the time of invention to a person of ordinary skill in the art that the 
device would be formed by following the method above as claimed. 

Claim 23 of the instant application recites a device used to form the storage 
material by the claimed method. '544 does not explicitly claim the device itself. 
However, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art that the device be used to form the storage container by the method as 
previously claimed. 

Furthermore, the various dependent claims are merely obvious and therefore 
unpatentable in view of US Pat. 7,354,544. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hanway Chang whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5766. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 7:30 AM till 4 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on (571)272-2293. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Hanway Chang 
April 22, 2009 
/H. C.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2881 
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/ROBERT KIM/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2881 



